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PACKAGING AND LABELLING CHEMICAL WASTE FOR COLLECTION
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M350, 35 Stirling Hwy, Crawley WA 6009
Tel: (08) 6488 3938, Fax: (08) 6488 1179, Web: www.safety.uwa.edu.au" www.safety.uwa.edu.au
CRICOS Provider Code: 00126G

Chemicals can be either Packaged or Unpackaged for collection. Unpackaged Chemicals will incur a slightly higher cost.

Segregating your Chemicals

While disposing of your chemicals it is important that different Dangerous Goods classes not be stored together (the same as when they are stored in the lab). 

By DG Class:
When packaging your chemicals please ensure that each DG class is packaged separately* from all the others and that liquid chemicals and dry chemicals are not packaged together. 

IMPORTANT:  Acids and Bases are both classified as DG Class 8 (corrosive) BUT they can react violently with each other. It is important that Acids and Bases are packaged separately to each other.

Hazardous substances that are not Dangerous Goods, and non-hazardous substances can be stored together but liquids and dry substances must be separated.

Packaging

Packages must be secure, and when they contain a liquid steps must be taken to ensure that if the liquid spills inside the container it will not leak out.

There are two options for packaging: 
	If you are confident that you can package your own chemicals you can do so. Follow the Primary and Secondary Containment instructions below. 

Please be aware that when you hand over packaged waste to the collection company you are legally responsible for it being packaged safely and correctly. Ensure you have followed these instructions closely. 


	If you do not want to package your own waste this can be done for you. You must still follow the Primary Containment instructions below.

This second option will incur and extra cost from the collection company (their qualified chemist is charged out hourly and will have to sort your chemicals). In some cases you will be advised that because of the small volume of chemicals you have that they should be packaged by the company.


Primary Containment:
All waste should be kept in the bottle it is normally stored in. These containers should (and their labels) should be compliant (see Labelling below).

Secondary Containment:
Place all of the primary containers into a secondary container – ideally the packaging that it was delivered in (original packaging includes any Styrofoam supporting material).

Give a number to each of your secondary containers and write this number clearly on the outside. 

If the original packaging is not used it may need to be repackaged. If you do not have original Styrofoam then vermiculite (or equivalent eg: kitty litter) must be put in the container to absorb any spills from the inner container. You must use enough vermiculite to absorb one third of the volume of liquid in the container.

Please note: Safety, Health & Wellbeing cannot supply you with an absorbing agent.

If you are not confident that your chemicals are perfectly packaged please do not seal the boxes – this will allow them to be checked with minimum hassle.

Labelling

For Dangerous Goods

	The proper shipping name of all materials inside the container (written in CAPITAL LETTERS). 

The UN number of the material. 
A dangerous goods diamond. Safety, Health & Wellbeing can supply you with these diamonds. Please email the Chemical and Safety Adviser with how many of each diamond you need.



How to find the Proper Shipping name and UN Number:

In the SDS, under headings: 14 – TRANSPORT INFORMATION  or  2 - HAZARDS IDENTIFICATION the Proper shipping Name and UN Number can be easily found.
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For Non-Dangerous Goods

	The full name of the material.



	


